[image: image1.png]




The Mo Ibrahim Foundation presentation of the Ibrahim Prize for Achievement in African Leadership
Mo Ibrahim Foundation Leadership Ceremony and Prize Ceremony
Accra, Ghana 

20 November 2015
Natural Sound and English and French Speech 

Duration: 10:00 approx
No Restrictions on Use

Source: Rmedia on behalf of the Mo Ibrahim Foundation 

Former Namibian president Hifikepunye Lucas Pohamba received the 2014 Ibrahim Prize for Achievement in African Leadership at a music-filled ceremony in Accra, Ghana. 

The ceremony was part of the Mo Ibrahim Foundation’s Governance Weekend, which includes a Forum dedicated to Urban Issues, a concert of African musicians expected to draw tens of thousands in Independence Square on Saturday 21 November, and a football match between Ghana All-Stars and TP Mazembe from the Democratic Republic of Congo on Sunday 22 November.
As part of the Forum, the Foundation sponsored a photo completion called “Snapping Cities”    

Welcoming the audience to the Governance Weekend, Ghanaian President John Dramani Mahama emphasized his country’s dedication to democracy and human rights. 

Mo Ibrahim, Founder and Chairman of the Mo Ibrahim Foundation, addressed the former laureates, diplomats and African thought leaders on his signature issues of promoting good governance and a new generation of leaders, agricultural investment, and economic integration. He also scolded some African leaders whom he said made easy political points by ostracizing homosexuals. 
Pohamba served as Head of State of Namibia from 2005 to 2015. He won the 2004 election overwhelmingly as the candidate of SWAPO, the ruling party, and he was re-elected in the 2009 election.

Reading the award citation, Salim Salim, former Prime Minister of Tanzania and the Prize Committee chair, noted that Pohamba was awarded the fourth Ibrahim Prize for his role in maintaining his country’s stability and prosperity and for forging national cohesion and reconciliation at a key stage of Namibia’s consolidation of democracy and social and economic development. The Prize also recognised his contribution in cementing Namibia’s reputation as a well-governed, stable and inclusive democracy with strong media freedom and respect for human rights.

The Ibrahim Prize celebrates excellence in African leadership. It is awarded to a former Executive Head of State or Government by an independent Prize Committee. Previous Laureates include Presidents Joaquim Chissano (2007, Mozambique), Festus Mogae (2008, Botswana) and Pedro Pires (2011, Cabo Verde. The 2007 Honorary Ibrahim Laureate was given to President Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela.
For his part, Pohamba accepted the award on behalf of the Namibian people, who support democratic institutions. He repeated his call for all African leaders to abide by their constitutions and not usurp power. 
Hadeel Ibrahim, Executive Director, Mo Ibrahim Foundation, addressed her work on the UN Secretary-General’s High-Level Panel on humanitarian financing.
The evening included musical performances from Mayra Andrade from Cape Verde, Rex Omar from Ghana and ended in exuberance as Angelique Kidjo led the crowd in her trademark hit saluting Africa.
SHOWS: Accra, Ghana (20 November 2015)

1. Various shots of the International Conference Centre in Accra
2. Snapping Cities exhibition 
3. Ghana President John Dramani Mahama welcoming the event to Accra, saying, “Ghana’s democracy continues to grow and we are looked on as a beacon of democratic advancement on the continent of Africa. We believe that the path to true growth and prosperity lies in submitting to the sacred will of our people in whom political power resides. Ghana continues to work with other like-minded nations to advance the course of the Continent by focusing on the key issues of strengthening political and democratic governance, curbing youth unemployment and developing key strategies to push forward Africa renaissance.”
4. Mo Ibrahim Foundation Founder and Chairman, Mo Ibrahim saying, “We need to raise the profile of African leaders, especially those people who are really doing wonderful things for their people. That is important. We need role models. We need heroes. That’s what we need to really inspire our young people.”
5. Ibrahim saying, “For many years, we all have been arguing that we really need to diversify our economies. We have forgotten about agriculture. We used to send food to people, now we buy food from abroad. That is unacceptable. We have the largest tracks of land, fertile lands, arable lands, we really need to something about the agricultural sector.”
6. Ibrahim saying, “It’s always a hope one day for a United States of Africa, but to be practical, let’s start with a single market.”

7. Ibrahim saying, “I am really disappointed in a number of African leaders who ride cheap popular waves by pandering to some of these low instincts and attacking lesbians or homosexuals or whatever, acting as if this is the main issue facing us in Africa. We can’t eat. We need clean water.” 
8. Mayra Andrade performing
9. Salim Salim, former Prime Minister of Tanzania and Prize Committee chair, reading the award citation, saying ”Through the decade of President Pohamba’s era, Namibia’s reputation has been cemented as well-governed, stable and a place of democracy, with strong media freedom and a respect for human rights. At a time of global uncertainty, this sustained progress unified and cohesive nation at an important time in Namibia’s transition reinforced to the prize committee that President Pohamba was a worthy winner of the 2014 Ibrahim Prize for Achievement in African Leadership.
10. Ibrahim Prize presentation
11. Former Namibian president Hifikepunye Pohamba saying, “This honor is not for me alone. I accept it with a sense of great humility, on behalf of the people of Namibia, who entrusted me, though democratic processes, to lead our country as president, through two consecutive terms.
12. Pohamba saying, “We must reject the manipulation of constitutions. This must be our mission, as the African people. It must be the mission of all African leaders: No individual or group of people should be allowed to usurp power from democratically-elected leaders with impunity
13. Pohamba saying, “Africa is about hope, optimism, respect for human rights progress and above all peace, stability and social justice.”

14. Rex Omar performing  

15. Hadeel Ibrahim, Executive Director, Mo Ibrahim Foundation, saying, “The challenge I would like to make to all of you is that our humanity requires us all to be humanitarians. We have been asked by member states to produce a bold, visionary and ambitious report, and I believe we will do that. But we will need bold, visionary and ambitious action from everybody in this room to make this a reality.”
16. Angelique Kidjo performing
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1. Mo Ibrahim Foundation
The Mo Ibrahim Foundation was established in 2006 with a focus on the critical importance of leadership and governance in Africa. By providing tools to support progress in leadership and governance, the Foundation aims to promote meaningful change on the continent.

The Foundation, which is a non-grant making organisation, focuses on defining, assessing and enhancing governance and leadership in Africa through four main initiatives:

• Ibrahim Index of African Governance

• Ibrahim Prize for Achievement in African Leadership

• Ibrahim Forum

• Ibrahim Fellowships and Scholarships

Ibrahim Forum

Established in 2010, the Ibrahim Forum is an annual high-level discussion forum tackling issues of critical importance to Africa. The Forum convenes prominent African political and business leaders, representatives from civil society, multilateral and regional institutions as well as Africa’s major international partners to identify specific policy challenges and priorities for action. Previous Forums have dealt with: Africa in the next 50 years (2013), African Youth (2012), African Agriculture (2011) and African Regional Economic Integration (2010). Data and research on Forum issues are compiled by the Foundation as the basis for informed and constructive debate.

4. Contact

· For more information, please contact: 
Sophie Masipa
Email: masipa.s@moibrahimfoundation.org
Tel: +44-79-7551-4000
Ghana Tel: + 233 56 070 2631
· Or visit: www.moibrahimfoundation.org
· You can also follow the Mo Ibrahim Foundation on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and Flickr:
Twitter: @Mo_IbrahimFdn
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/pages/moibrahimfoundation.org
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/user/moibrahimfoundation 
Flickr: http://www.flickr.com/photos/moibrahimfoundation/
www.moibrahimfoundation.org
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